Invitation to Nominate a Participant

 for the

2005 Strategic Planning for a National Youth Council 

on Education for Sustainable Development
April 16th, 9:00am-5:00pm

        The Cloud Institute for Sustainability Education

(Formerly The Sustainability Education Center, Inc.)

307 Seventh Avenue, Suite 1201

              New York City, NY

Hosted by The Youth Sector Team of the

US Partnership for the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development

www.uspartnership.org  &

The Institute for Sustainability

www.aiche.org/sustainability
Education for Sustainable Development is an emerging but dynamic concept that encompasses a new vision of education that seeks to empower people of all ages to assume responsibility for creating a sustainable future."
                     - UNESCO 2002, "From Rio to Johannesburg"

A Shared Future 

On January1, 2005 the United Nations’ Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) began.  Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is a life-long learning process, both formal and informal, that embraces the interrelationship between social, environmental, and economic systems. Envisioning a better future, honoring local knowledge, critical thinking and reflection, participatory decision-making, and systemic thinking are several essential elements of ESD. The Decade of ESD offers a strategic opportunity for all sectors, regions, and communities to converge in the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) by 2015. Here in the United States a non-partisan, inclusive partnership of non-profits, k-12 schools, community groups, higher education, professional associations, businesses, government agencies, faith groups, and more is developing to advance education and learning for sustainable development.  One initial focus of the US Partnership is to engage, mobilize, and coordinate action among youth leaders (13-30) committed to creating a future that sustains.

Youth Leadership and Education for Sustainable Development 

Enabling the next generation to take leadership in creating a healthy, equitable, and prosperous future will require the collaborative learning of diverse generations, sectors, and communities. The Youth Sector Team of the US Partnership, a partnership of youth-led and youth-focused organizations and companies, has begun a 10-year campaign to develop the creative capacity of youth for sustainable endeavors in 4 areas: 

1) Leadership   2) enterprise    3) mentorship    4) arts and sciences.  

Building the creative capacity of youth in these 4 areas of sustainable development is an essential component of ESD and fulfills the mandate of the Earth Charter Youth Initiative.   

Strategic Planning for a Youth Council

April 16th will be the launch of a national youth initiative, the Youth Council on Education for Sustainable Development (YCESD). This action-enabling event will be the first strategic planning meeting of the initiative. The specific goals of this meeting will be to:

1) Inform diverse leaders about the history of youth councils and current youth leadership initiatives



2) Community building: Inspire and unify participants around common goals



3) Increase communication and understanding among diverse participants



4) Identify assets, challenges, and opportunities for the YCESD initiative




5) Develop an initial timeline for the YCESD initiative



6) Establish action teams for the initiative
April 16th will be the first step on the road toward a National Youth Web Forum to be held in late May-June, and a National Youth Forum for a Sustainable Future, with over 60 young leaders and youth allies from around the nation and world, to be held during the late summer of 2005


Participants

The Youth Sector Team has strategically invited exemplary young leaders from diverse sectors and regions of the United States, youth focused foundations and non-profits, representatives from the federal government, and other key stakeholders. The young leaders have been drawn from indigenous communities, business schools, environmental activist networks, social justice organizations, youth development groups, arts and sciences organizations, international youth networks, and sustainable agriculture education programs.  A full list of participants will be supplied upon confirmation of attendance.

Why April 16th 2005?  

This symbolic date falls on National Youth Service Day and is during the first National Environmental Education Week.  In addition this meeting will coincide with the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development-13. Hundreds of delegates from around the world, including dozens of youth leaders, will be in New York City over this weekend. There will be dozens of opportunities to connect with people from around the world who are working to guide humanity on a path health, equity, and prosperity.

Guiding Principles 

The Youth Sector Team will work to ensure a safe environment for diverse participants to learn from each other, build stronger relationships, increase the impacts of their existing endeavors, and create collaborative ventures that serve common goals. The operating principles of the US Partnership are:

• 
Focus on Sustainability

• 
 Value people and relationships

• 
 Promote outreach and inclusive participation

• 
 Build active networks

• 
 Share leadership

• 
 Make transparent decisions

• 
 Leverage existing activities

• 
 Be action-oriented

•    Create measurable results
Event Details

Professional facilitation for the day-long gathering will be coordinated by the International Centre for Leadership Results and The Leadership Center. The overall structure will be an integration of open space, world café, and search conference methodologies. These structures allow for the participants to collectively guide the direction of the strategic planning process. 

Proposed Agenda

March 29 – April 15th 

Weekly Preparatory Conference Calls (Details TBA)

Web dialogue on US Partnership Intranet

April 15th

Participants gather in New York City

8pm – Group Dinner (Location TBA)

10pm – Cultural Activities
April 16th 9am-5pm

Agenda includes:

Introductions and relationship building

World Café

Open Space Technology

Building a collective timeline

Thematic Breakout sessions

Formation of Action Teams

April 16th 8pm 

Future Now After party (Open to all - Location TBA )

Event Logistics

The event is free and participation is limited to 30 participants. Travel scholarships can be provided as needed. Inquire if you will require a scholarship to attend. Scholarships will be considered in regard to need and location. The short notice of this event requires that participants communicate an interest in attending at their soonest possible convenience. Fundraising is underway to sponsor the participation of six youth (30 and under). Donations and sponsorship are welcomed.

Please RSVP now with Patricia Haines, ph24@kaxy.com, 607-273-6104

Current Youth Sector Team

The Next Generation Team

Institute for Sustainability (AIChE)

Urban Mentor

Organic Portraits

The Sustainability Leadership Alliance 

Level Green

The Reflect Respect Project

SustainUS

Energy Action

Mobilizing Americas Youth

The Funder’s Collaborative for Youth Organizing 

Prison Moratorium Project

Sustainable Lifestyles Magazine

Sierra Youth Coalition

The Food Project

Net Impact (select campus chapters)

Youth Encounter on Sustainability

Global Youth Action Network (GYAN)

 Supporting Partners

The Next Generation Team

Institute for Sustainability (AIChE)

The Cloud Institute for Sustainability Education
National Council for Science and the Environment

University Leaders for a Sustainable Future

The International Centre for Leadership Results

The Leadership Center

